
Our region is among the fastest growing areas in the United States. The way we grow will 
largely determine our quality of life for generations to come. Through the Wasatch Front 

Regional Council (WFRC), local governments and community members from Davis, Morgan, 
Salt Lake, Tooele and Weber counties in Utah have come together to plan for our future.

WASATCH CHOICE FOR 2040 VISION

2011-2040 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN



As one of the fastest growing regions in America, population along the Wasatch Front 
is projected to increase by 60 percent by the year 2040. The Wasatch Front Regional 
Council’s (WFRC) mission is to ensure that transportation plans address this rapid 
growth while preserving our quality of life.

The Wasatch Front Regional Council consists of local governments and community 
leaders from Davis, Morgan, Salt Lake, Tooele and Weber counties. WFRC collaborates 
with the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT), the Utah Transit Authority (UTA) 
and other interested parties to plan for the region’s long-term growth and 
transportation needs.

Sources: Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget (GOPB), 2012 Baseline Projections and the U.S. Census Bureau, 1990, 2000, 2010

MAINTAINING QUALITY OF LIFE FOR A 
BOOMING POPULATION 
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UTAH’S POPULATION GROWTH WILL CREATE CHALLENGES



The Wasatch Choice for 2040 is a 30-year 
vision for growth that maintains a high 
quality of life on the Wasatch Front and 
Wasatch Back. The vision was created in 
partnership with Mountainland Association 
of Governments (MAG) and Envision Utah 
after extensive public input.

The Wasatch Choice for 2040 (shown on 
the following page) will create opportunities 
for growth to occur in centers across the 
region. The vision is based on regional 
growth principles (listed below) and 
implementation strategies by which these 
centers will provide choices for housing, 
employment, retail and recreation near 
regional transportation systems.   
 
Implementing the Wasatch Choice for 
2040 Vision will improve mobility and air 
quality, strengthen the economy and also 
enhance our quality of life now and for 
future generations.

The Growth Principles are a common-sense foundation for local and regional actions that 

will foster a high quality of life. These principles were adopted in 2005 by the elected 

officials and community leaders who make up the Wasatch Front Regional Council.

1.	 Provide public infrastructure that is efficient and adequately maintained.

2.	 Provide regional mobility through a variety of interconnected transportation choices.

3.	 Integrate local land use with regional transportation systems.

4.	 Provide housing for people in all life stages and incomes.

5.	 Ensure public health and safety.

6.	 Enhance the regional economy.

7.	 Promote regional collaboration.

8.	 Strengthen sense of community.

9.	 Protect and enhance the environment.

THE WASATCH CHOICE FOR 2040 VISION 

GROWTH PRINCIPLES
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UTAH’S REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANS

Following the regional growth principles 
outlined in the Wasatch Choice for 
2040 Vision, the 2011-2040 Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP) addresses our 
region’s transportation needs over the 
next 30 years. Updated every four years 
by WFRC, the RTP is the plan for all 
regionally significant road and highway, 
public transit capacity-expansion and 
preservation projects in the Wasatch 
Front. The RTP also incorporates other 
modes of transportation, including bicycle, 
pedestrian, trucking and transportation 
for seniors and persons with disabilities. 

The RTP as adopted by WFRC is then 
incorporated into Utah’s award-winning 
Unified Transportation Plan. The Unified 
Plan ensures that all transportation 
planning efforts from across the state
are coordinated.

The maps on the following pages illustrate 
the recommended road and public transit 
capacity expansion projects in WFRC’s 
current RTP.

The first phase of the RTP is implemented 
through the Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP), which is a six-year capital 
improvement program for transportation 
projects and studies and is updated 
annually by WFRC.



Air quality along the Wasatch Front has 
improved markedly over the past two 
decades due, in part, to newer vehicles 
that emit substantially lower pollution. 
However, continuing to improve our 
air quality remains a challenge now 
and in the future. Given this, WFRC 
approves its transportation plans with 
air quality in mind. The 2040 Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP) must conform 
to the Utah State Implementation Plan 
(SIP) for air quality. This means that the 
vehicle emissions resulting from the 
transportation projects proposed in the 
2040 RTP may not exceed the level or 
“budget” set for them in the SIP.

As we work now to provide transportation 
choices and plan our communities in a 
way that is consistent with the regional 
growth principles of the Wasatch Choice 
for 2040 Vision, our air quality will benefit 
through shorter and fewer auto trips and 
reduced congestion, resulting in lower 
vehicle emissions. Implementation of the 
Vision will reduce vehicle hours traveled 
and vehicle emissions by nine percent, 
compared to baseline 2040 projections.

Air quality will continue to improve in the 
future as a result of further reductions 
in emissions from new vehicles and 
increased use of transportation options 
such as public transit, carpooling, 
combining trips and enhanced bicycle 
and pedestrian opportunities. In fact, 
vehicle emissions are projected to 
decrease by 52 percent between 2008 
and 2019. 

A particular air quality concern for 
the Wasatch Front region is known as 
PM2.5 (particulate matter 2.5 microns in 
diameter or less). This fine particulate 
pollution occasionally reaches unhealthy 
levels during winter inversion conditions. 
The graph below shows projected PM2.5 
emissions from vehicles through the year 
2040, indicating that planned control 
measures will help meet the needs of a 
healthy environment for ourselves and 
generations to come.

*Vehicle exhaust emissions of PM2.5 and PM2.5 precursors (NOx-nitrogen oxides, VOC- volatile organic compounds) for Salt Lake, Davis, Weber, 
Box Elder and Tooele Counties. Source: WFRC air quality conformity analysis using the MOVES model and the regional travel demand model.

IMPROVING AIR QUALITY
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Maintaining 
Quality of Life for a 
Booming Population

Wasatch Choice 
for 2040 Vision

Utah’s 
Transportation Plans

Improving 
Air Quality

A VISION FOR THE WASATCH FRONT

GET INVOLVED!
Are you interested in learning more or participating 
in planning efforts in your area? Visit our website, 
www.wfrc.org, or contact us:

Email: wfrc@wfrc.org

Like us on Facebook

Phone: (801) 363-4250

295 N. Jimmy Doolittle Rd.
Salt Lake City, UT 84116

mailto:wfrc@wfrc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WasatchFrontRegionalCouncil
mailto:wfrc@wfrc.org
http://www.facebook.com/WasatchFrontRegionalCouncil
http://www.wfrc.org

