
We Can Choose 
a Better Future

We enjoy an unparalleled quality of life along 
the Wasatch Front. People from all over the 

world are drawn to our stunning scenery, rich 
opportunities, and friendly spirit.

As one of America’s fastest growing regions, we 
cannot take our high quality of life for granted.

How we grow will affect how we and our children 
will live. Important choices face us, and the path 
we take will have long-term consequences.

Utah has been a national leader in collaboration 
and planning for the future of our communities. 
Will we continue to act with purpose, building on 
our regional vision? 

Will we continue to work together today so our 
children and grandchildren can prosper in a good 
job, afford a home, enjoy an active and healthy 
lifestyle, travel conveniently, access Utah’s 
natural beauty, and live in safe, neighborly 
communities?

A Wa s atch Front Vis ion insp ired by Thous ands of Utahns

This is our choice to make!

Wasatch 
C H O I C E  f o r  20 4 0

Safe & Heal thy

Communities

Nature & Outdoors

Economic 
Opportunities
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Growth Is Coming!

In the next 30 years, the population in Salt Lake, Davis, Weber, and Utah Counties, population 
will increase by 65%, adding another 1.4 million residents.

The way we develop our communities affects all aspects of our lives. If we continue the 
development patterns of the past few decades, the consequences will be severe.

Transportation

•• The number of miles we drive will increase from 49 million miles driven 
per day in 2009 to over 90 million in 2040.

•• The resulting congestion will increase stress, rob us of time we could 
spend on more important things, and negatively impact our economy.

Air Quality

•• Continuing current trends will lead to increased driving which will degrade 
air quality and threaten our health and economic prosperity. Sprawling 
growth patterns exacerbate these effects.

Did you know? Hospital admissions increase 
significantly during bad-air-quality days.

Development and Infrastructure

•• In Salt Lake, Davis, Weber, and Utah Counties, we will develop nearly 300 
additional square miles of land by 2040. About 100 square miles of that 
development will be agricultural land converted to residential use.

•• We are heading toward an unaffordable future. As communities spread 
out, infrastructure costs—paid with our taxes—increase dramatically.

Did you know? Growth-related expenditures rose from 31% of city budgets in 
1982 to 61% in 2002, including transportation, water, and utilities.

We can’t sustain our current path. Utah’s dramatic growth 
requires that we make wise decisions.

Continuing Past Development Patterns Will Adversely 
Affect Our Quality of Life

Source: Utah Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget

Salt Lake, Davis, 
Weber, and Utah 

Counties

= 200,000 PeopleProjected Growth (Population)

(Million)
3.52040

2.12009
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There is a Better Way to Grow 
The Wasatch Choice for 2040

Thousands of Utahns participated in developing the Wasatch Choice for 2040 Regional 
Vision—a way to protect what we value most about Utah as we grow. The Vision responds to 
market trends by allowing much of our new development in town centers tied together by an 
efficient, modern transportation system.

By implementing the Wasatch Choice for 2040 Vision, we can 
accommodate growth, enjoy more financial security, build healthy 

communities, and preserve the stunning beauty of our state.

Benefits of implementing the Wasatch Choice for 2040 

This Vision draws on sound market research and public input showing that changing 
demographics and consumer housing preferences, increasing land and energy costs, and a 
growing desire to trade commute time for family and recreation time are driving demand for living 
in town centers. In short, it gives people what they want. Elected officials—who have ultimate 
authority to make land-use decisions for their residents—have reviewed and approved the Vision.

A Market-Based Approach with Local Support

•• Reduces region-wide traffic congestion by 18%, 
benefiting businesses through improved worker 
productivity and enhanced movement of goods 
and services.

•• Provides more choices for how we and the next 
generation will live, work, play, and travel.

•• Improves air quality for our health and economic 
growth.

•• Uses less of our limited water resources.

•• Preserves viable farms and valuable open space.

•• Maintains the character of existing 
neighborhoods by accommodating much of 
the new growth in town centers near regional 
transportation systems.

•• Creates more active neighborhoods—supporting 
improved public health.

•• Saves billions of dollars in infrastructure, 
housing, and transportation costs—an estimated 
$4.5 billion reduction over 20 years.

•• Enhances our ability to recruit and retain jobs 
and highly skilled workers.

Turn Page for the
Vision Map

Housing and Transportation Choices Enhanced Economic Development

Safe and Beautiful NeighborhoodsCleaner Air and Water
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What Choice Will We 
Make for the Future?

“The future is not some place 
we’re going to, but a place we 
are creating. The paths to it 

are not found, they are made.”
- Jane Garvey

For more information please visit  www.wasatchchoice2040.com

Wasatch Choice for 2040 — Growth Principles

1.	 Provide public infrastructure that is efficient and adequetely maintained

2.	 Provide regional mobility through a variety of interconnected transportation choices 

3.	 Integrate local land use with regional transportation systems

4.	 Provide housing for people in all life stages and incomes

5.	 Ensure public health and safety

6.	 Enhance the regional economy

7.	 Promote regional collaboration

8.	 Strengthen sense of community

9.	 Protect and enhance the environment
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