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A steady stream of residents interested in, or concerned with,
the future of transportation in Tooele County attended an open
house hosted by the Wasatch Front Regional Council on
Thursday.
The open house, held at Tooele City Hall, ran from 4:30-6:30
p.m., with representatives from the regional council on hand to
answer questions about the long-range transportation plan for
Tooele Valley. Large maps of the proposed transportation
projects through 2040 were available for review, and to place
comments on.
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The online, interactive version of the project map was available
at the open house as well. The interactive map is available at
wfrc.org/tvlrtp-2019-draft. Public comment will be accepted
through Feb. 13.
There was a lot of interest and a variety of comments expressed
during the open house, according to Wayne Bennion, director of
short-range planning and programming at Wasatch Front
Regional Council.
“Some people have expressed appreciation for the need for
planning ahead,” Bennion said. “Others have expressed concern
about, you know, how is this going to affect my property?”
Bennion said some residents had questions about lines
depicting future roads and the location of projects, while some
showed support for projects identified as priorities.
He said everyone who spoke with a Wasatch Front Regional
Council representative was encouraged to also fill out a
comment card or comment online to document the feedback.
He said comments are considered prior to the finalization of the
plan, which is expected sometime this summer.
While the plan includes proposed projects through 2040, he
said there will likely be another update to the long-range
transportation plan in the next several years.
The comment cards, which also included adhesive notes placed
on the maps, provided an anonymous look into residents’
priorities regarding transportation.
“The people who own these houses don’t want it in their back
yard,” one note said, near the proposed route of the Oquirrh
Expressway.
Another note suggested connecting the Oquirrh Expressway to
Smelter Road.
“Hwy 36 is a problem because of stop lights & McDonalds/truck
stops,” a note said. “No matter how wide I-80 is made, the REAL
bottleneck is Lake Point.”
Newly elected Tooele County commissioners Tom Tripp and
Kendall Thomas also attended the open house.
“I think the immediate thing you learn is people’s fears or
worries,” Tripp said. “There are people here who are looking at
kind of a concept line and assume that’s finalized deal and
they’re worried about the immediate implications.”
There will be another study completed by the Utah Department
of Transportation that will look at congestion mitigation and
transportation options beginning this year, Tripp said. While he
clarified neither study is county funded, Tripp said the
commissioners are interested in them.
Thomas said the conceptual plans included in the study have
caused people possibly affected by them to speak out.
“This is the time to hear from them,” Thomas said. “We can
modify those plans. If you don’t come out and give us your two
cents, tell us what’s going on — the impact on your family and
how you get to work — we’re missing a lot.”
A number of high-profile proposed projects to create new roads,
or expand existing ones, are included in the draft plan,
including the Midvalley Highway and an alternate connection
between Lake Point and state Route 201. The first phase of the
$75 million Midvalley Highway, which connects I-80 and state
Route 138, is expected to begin this year.
The plan also includes a proposed widening of Interstate 80
from state Route 36 to SR-201, and between SR-36 and
Midvalley Highway.
In addition to road infrastructure, the plan includes a feasibility
study to review high-capacity transit between Salt Lake and
Tooele counties.
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At the Tooele Transcript Bulletin, we provide up-to-date
news and advertising for Tooele County, Utah. Founded in
1894, our twice-weekly newspaper has been serving readers
and the community for nearly 120 years.
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In addition to the newspaper, we provide a broad range of
print, digital and strategy services. Our parent company,
Transcript Bulletin Publishing, has in-house graphic
designers, photographers, writers, pressmen and
technicians that create cool stuff, from print pieces and
websites, to signs and graphics. Want your business or
organization to be seen in a fresh and exciting way —
without busting your budget? We can help. Visit our website
at www.tbpublishing.com
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