
GETTING CONNECTED
Improving Access to Opportunity in your Community





STREET NETWORKS ENDURE!



GET THE MOST PERMANENT FEATURES RIGHT!



OVERVIEW

» What is street connectivity

» Why it matters

» Utah Street Connectivity Study

Source: CNU



WHAT IS STREET CONNECTIVITY?



What is Street Connectivity

Hierarchical Connected

VS.





THRU VERSUS SLOW AND LOCAL STREETS

TH
RU



WHY IMPROVE CONNECTIVITY?



» Access more within a travel distance

STREET CONNECTIVITY IMPROVES ACCESS TO OPPORTUNITY



The street network matters

Hierarchical Connected

VS.



• Walk/bike distances longer

• Traffic congestion rougher

• Arterial character meaner

• Access to opportunity worse…r





• Walk/bike distances shorter

• Traffic congestion smoother

• Arterial character friendlier

• Access to opportunity better





Case Study: Merced, CA



Merced Alternative’s advantages:

• Fewer Vehicle Trips: 
20% lower

• Shorter Driving Distances: 
30% lower

• Fewer busy streets : 
30% fewer streets above 30,000 average daily trips



WHAT ABOUT THE CHILDREN?!

• 18% of children 
are obese







of students in Daybreak 
walk to school

88%
Of students in similar, less 
walkable neighborhoods 

walk to school

17%

Connected streets led to more walking / bicycling

WHY IMPROVE CONNECTIVITY?

Source: Napier, Melissa, et al. “Walking to School: Community design and child 
and parent barriers.” Journal of Environmental Psychology, March 2011.



Utah Street Connectivity Guide

» The Case for Connectivity

» Tools for Connectivity

» Design Guide and Case 
Studies



Utah Street Connectivity Guide



One size does NOT fit all



Case Studies

BENEFITS



HOW TO IMPROVE CONNECTIVITY?

» Assess your city

» Planning and ordinances

» Street & development standards

» Retrofit tools



GET CONNECTED!

» Connectivity provides multiple 
benefits

» Access to opportunities
» Walkability
» Reduce traffic congestion
» Reduces the burden on municipal 

services
» Neighborhood long-term value and 

stability

» One size doesn’t fit all: explore what 
works in your community

» The Utah Street Connectivity Guide 
can help



For more information, contact:
Julie Bjornstad
julieb@wfrc.org

wfrc.org/tlc



GETTING CONNECTED
Improving Access to Opportunity in your Community



walk more 

70%
bike more

58%
take transit more

46%

ACROSS THE STATE, PEOPLE WANT TO….

Source: Utah Statewide Household Travel Survey



2018 Awards
March 14th, 2018  |  Megan Townsend



PROGRAM GOALS

Mission: TLC supports local governments in their planning 

efforts, implementing the Wasatch Choice Vision.

Goals:
-Maximize the value of investment in public infrastructure.

-Enhance access to opportunity.

-Increase travel options to optimize mobility.

-Create communities with opportunities to live, work, and play.



2018 AWARDS

• $904,922 TLC Funds
• $281,525 Local Match
• Nearly $1.3 Million in Total Project Funding

• 13 awards
• 7 Salt Lake Urbanized Area
• 5 Ogden/Layton Urbanized Area
• 1 Tooele County

• 3 multi-jurisdictional



2018 AWARDS

Ogden/Layton Urbanized Area

Tooele County

Ogden Railyard Master Plan Study
Plain City Transportation and Trails Master Plan
Roy General Plan and Ordinance Update
South Davis (North Salt Lake, Centerville, 
Bountiful) Active Transportation Plan
Woods Cross Station Area Plan

Holladay Canal Trails Study
Salt Lake County + Jordan River 
Commission Blueprint Jordan Plan Update
Millcreek Town Center Plan

Salt Lake City Street Typology Plan
South Jordan + West Jordan Active 
Transportation Plan (Phase 2)
West Jordan Center Station Area Plan

West Valley Active Transportation Plan

Salt Lake Urbanized Area

Grantsville City General Plan Update



CITY WIDE PROJECTS

• Salt Lake City Street Typologies Plan
• $120,000 Budget

• Roy City General Plan and Ordinance 
Update

• $130,000 Budget

• Grantsville City General Plan Update
• $72,000 Budget



CENTER PLANS

• Millcreek Town Center Plan
• $70,000 Budget

• West Jordan Center Station Area Plan
• $100,000 Budget

• Woods Cross Station Area Plan
• $85,000 Budget

• Ogden Railyard Master Plan Study
• $30,000 Budget



ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION & TRAILS PLANS

• South Jordan + West Jordan Active Transportation 
Plan

• $97,447 Budget
• Holladay Canal Trails Study

• $75,000 Budget
• West Valley Active Transportation Plan

• $100,000 Budget
• Plain City Transportation and Trails Master Plan

• $15,000 + TLC Technical Assistance
• South Davis (North Salt Lake, Centerville, Bountiful) 

Active Transportation Plan
• $112,000 Budget



REGION-WIDE PLAN

• Salt Lake County + Jordan River Commission 
Blueprint Jordan River Plan Update

• $180,000 Budget



SOUTH DAVIS ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

• Working together to further “establish Davis County as a 
recreation destination and promote economic development 
and tourism”

• Implementation focused: maintenance schedule, facility 
design, funding sources, working with UDOT and other 
stakeholders



HOLLADAY TRANSPORTATION AND TRAILS PLAN

• Objectives include:
• Increase Connectivity & Mobility
• Provide Alternative Transportation
• Reduce Emissions
• Promote Health
• Enhance Personal and 

Public Safety
• Support Smart Growth

• Working closely with 
stakeholders



TLC Program

Megan Townsend, Program Lead
mtownsend@wfrc.org
(801)363-4250 x. 1101

http://www.wfrc.org/tlc



Core Routes Study – ATC March 14, 2017

Source: Parametrix



Core Routes Study

• Purpose
• Evaluate, analyze, and provide more definition to the 

service and capital investment characteristics of 
“Enhanced Bus” transit service

• Connectivity (n-s, e-w direct service) 
• Frequency
• Span of service
• Traffic signal coordination
• Capital improvements (i.e. station enhancements, sidewalk 

connectivity, etc.)



Core Routes Study

• Purpose
• Evaluate, analyze, and provide more definition to the 

service and capital investment characteristics of 
“Enhanced Bus” transit service

• Define a robust, efficient, high quality bus network that 
compliments existing rail service 

• Pivot off and build upon Regional Transportation Plans



Core Routes Study

• Goals
• Identify an efficient, reliable, and easily understandable 

bus system
• Build consensus around this concept
• Create a clear plan of action to implement Core Route 

system as funds become available 



Core Routes Study

• Purpose
• Evaluate, analyze, and provide more definition to the 

service and capital investment characteristics of 
“Enhanced Bus” transit service

• Define a robust, efficient, high quality bus network that 
compliments existing rail service 

• Goals
• Identify an efficient, reliable, and easily understandable 

bus system
• Build consensus around this concept
• Create a clear plan of action to implement Core Route 

system as funds become available 



THANK YOU



Golden Spoke Rides and Event

• June 2, 2018 
Event to Celebrate

• Ogden to Provo
• 100+ Miles
• Separated, Safe, Multi-

use Trail network
• Final Bridge at North 

Temple

SALT LAKE CITY

OGDEN

PROVO

OGDEN PARKWAY



Golden Spoke Logo
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