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Census 2000
Utah is the 4th fastest growing state in the nation

29.6% population increase from 1990 to 2000

Measuring the age of Utah’s population
Nation’s lowest median age at 28.5 years
− National median age in 2005 was 36.4 years

Utah’s senior population continues to grow as the 
Baby Boom generation ages beyond 65 years
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Utah’s population growth derives from two 
sources

Natural increase
− Nation’s highest annual birthrate

21.2 births / 1,000 Utahns

− Accounts for 62% of the state’s growth

Net immigration
− Annual increase of 13.1 people / 1,000 Utahns 

− Accounts for 38% of the state’s growth
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Governor’s Office of Planning & Budget estimates
Statewide population
− (2008)  2.7 million

− (2040)  5.2 million

Salt Lake, Davis, Weber Counties population
− (2007)  1.6 million

− (2040)  2.7 million

The WFRC region’s 2040 population will be 
equivalent to moving every Utahn to Salt Lake, 
Davis, and Weber Counties today.
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“Growth. The area has grown so 
quickly and housing is becoming 
difficult to afford and traffic is 
horrible.”

“Lack of good planning in 
communities where growth is 
bulging.”

“The traffic and other congestion in 
this area gets worse and worse 
much faster than transit solutions 
can be implemented.”

Pollution, Water Issues, 
Losing Open Space
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91% of Survey 
Respondents Relate 
Problems to Growth:

• 98% think growth 
should be managed or 
limited

• 96% think 
farming/ranching are 
critical to Utah

• 93% are Wasatch 
Front residents
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Joint venture
Wasatch Front Regional Council (WFRC)

Mountainland Association of Governments (MAG)

Evaluated four development scenarios using
Community workshops

Open houses

Committee deliberations

Surveys

Polling
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WFRC & MAG adopted nine growth principles to:
Guide Regional Transportation Plan development

Assist municipalities and government agencies 
with planning and development objectives

Growth principles provide framework for 
developing performance criteria dealing with:

Economic growth

Land use, infrastructure, housing, mobility

Environmental quality
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1. Provide public 
infrastructure that is 
efficient and 
adequately maintained

2. Provide regional 
mobility through a 
variety of 
interconnected 
transportation choices

9

I‐15, Legacy Parkway, Highway 89 Interchange

FrontRunner commuter rail construction
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3. Integrate local land 
use with regional 
transportation 
systems

4. Provide housing for 
people in all life 
stages and incomes

5. Ensure public health 
and safety
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Sandy housing development

Park City transit station
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6. Enhance the regional 
economy

7. Promote regional 
collaboration

8. Strengthen sense of 
community

9. Protect and enhance 
the environment
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Farmers Market

City Creek Canyon
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The vision aims to represent a pattern of growth 
and transportation solutions that are:

Plausible given current development in the region

Based on the nine growth principles

Promotes walkable centers which:
Absorb future growth

Are transit oriented 

Have moderately priced housing

Create community gathering places
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The preferred community attributes were chosen by 
75% of Utahns and the following survey subsets:

80% of Utah County residents

80% of future home buyers

79% of recent future home buyers earning less 
than $35,000 /year

Housing Type:
Mix of moderate single family homes & town 
homes
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Neighborhood Demographic Mix:
Neighbors who are mix of ages and family stages

Public Transportation Options:
Public bus, rail, and TRAX nearby

Type of Community:
Village

Size of Yard:
Homes with a variety of yard sizes
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Open Space:
Public parks and gardens, recreational fields, 
playgrounds, nature preserves, and trails all 
nearby

Structural Design:
Custom units with unique architecture and design
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Photo by: Dan Cunningham
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The vision protects critical lands through:
A comprehensive system of green corridors 
connecting communities with trails and providing 
green buffers next to rivers and creeks

Increased opportunities for:
−Walking

− Biking

−Wildlife viewing

− Relaxing

Emphasized value of Utah’s nature and water
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The vision balances a variety of transportation 
forms

Promotes walking and bicycling in fulfilling some 
needed daily trips

Recognizes the importance of automobile travel
− Promotes interconnected boulevards to reduce the 
traffic on freeways and expressways

Recognizes the importance of transit
− Environmentally friendly 

− Reduces household transportation expenses
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4% ‐ 13% mixed‐use development increase 
results in:

18% less traffic congestion
12% more transit ridership
23 fewer square miles of land consumption

These results occur because:
13% of new growth occurs in walkable villages that 
mix housing, commercial & employment uses
11% of housing and 20% of jobs are within walking 
distance of high capacity transit
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1. Develop a local land 
reuse strategy

2. Provide incentives for 
contiguous growth & 
infill

3. Preserve future 
transportation & utility 
corridors
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4. Create walkable 
commercial & mixed‐
use districts

5. Plan for Transit Oriented 
Development

6. Plan & build 
neighborhood friendly 
schools
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7. Plan for workforce 
housing

8. Interconnect roadways 
& pedestrian paths

9. Plan job centers and 
economic development

10. Minimize development 
& maximize critical land 
conservation
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A montage is a single pictorial composition made 
by juxtaposing or superimposing many designs

The following montages illustrate how the 
growth principles and strategies can be 
implemented to transform:

Common streets, transit stations, and suburban 
developments into viable mixed‐use 
neighborhoods and transit centers
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The long‐term future is fundamentally uncertain

No single long‐range scenario should be 
considered “highly likely”

There are a million paths our region can take

This vision represents a plausible future
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Individual jurisdictions can implement the 
growth principles using many methods

A process involving residents, property owners, 
and community leaders is recommended

Cities and counties are encouraged to:
− Adopt the growth principles

− Incorporate them as they update their general plans 
and consider ordinance changes 
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Local governments are key to the vision’s success 
because they:

Plan the land‐use development of their 
communities

A call to action
We invite all municipalities to revise their land‐use 
plans to include zoning that allows for
• 4% ‐ 13% of their total incorporated area to be 
developed as walkable mixed‐use developments 
and/or Transit Oriented Developments (TOD)
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We all live in individual neighborhoods and 
homes, but we are part of something bigger

A region‐wide fabric of community

We recognize that the challenge of shaping our 
future is:

A regional endeavor to create a whole that is 
greater than the sum of its parts
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