
 
 

 
 
 

Development Series 
Introduction 

 
Our quality of life is dependent on smart development and growth. Citizens 
and planners together have the ability to shape neighborhoods into 
successful, sustainable, and environmentally-sound communities. The way 
we develop the built environment will continually affect our social, physical, 
and economic health. This series includes photos of several different types 
of development: Non-contiguous, Hillside residential, Mixed-Use, New 
Urbanism, and Retail.  While viewing these photos you may choose to 
consider how the following keywords apply to each photo.  Then, consider 
how these keywords may apply to similar present and future developments 
within your community.  
 
 
 Development Definition: 
  

 Any building, construction, renovation, mining, extraction, dredging, 
filling, excavation, or drilling activity or operation; any material change in 
the use or appearance of any structure or in the land itself; the division 
of land into parcels; any change in the intensity or use of land, such as 
an increase in the number of dwelling units in a structure or a change to 
a commercial or industrial use from a less intensive use; any activity that 
alters a shore, beach, river, stream, lake, pond, canal marsh, dune area, 
woodlands, wetland, endangered species habitat, aquifer or other 
resource area, including coastal construction or other activity.  (Growing 
Smart Legislative Guidebook)   

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Type: Keywords: 
  

Non-contiguous auto-oriented, low-density, separation of land use, 
sprawl 

Hillside Residential high property values, large lots, open space 
development 

Mixed-Use balance, convenience, daily-errands, design, live, 
shop, transit-oriented, walk, work 

New Urbanism connectivity, increased density, mixed housing, 
mixed-use, quality of life, sustainability, traditional 
neighborhood development (TND), urban design, 
variety of transportation choices, walkability 

Retail access, aesthetics, character, diverse, entertaining, 
landscape, walkable 

 


